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Mr. Gernot Kessler is Head of Airports Section of the European Aviation Safety 
Agency (EASA)since Nov 2010 and leading the EASA team developing airport safety 
rules. 

 
 
Gernot Kessler started his aviation career in the military, based on a Master’s degree 
in aeronautical engineering.  After several managerial positions in German Air Force 
and Nato in the field of transport aircraft airworthiness he graduated from General 
Staff Academy in 2000. 
 
Changing careers into civil aviation, equipped with a commercial pilot license, Gernot 
became Head of the NAA of the German State of Rhineland-Palatinate and Head of 
aviation section in the ministry of transport from 2000 to 2007. Subsequently, he 
joined the European Commission as aviation expert, contributing to regulatory 
developments in operational, ATM and airport fields. 
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